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1  READING COMPREHENSION

Read texts 1.1a–1.1h and then answer questions 1–25. Choose the 
best alternative for each item and mark your answers on the optical 
answer sheet in pencil.

Young Millennials

Re: “The New Greatest Generation” [May 20]: While the generation 
of young millennials, wired and generally active on the Web, may 
be moving ahead on their own, they are leaving a lot of their peers 
behind. Not all of them end up becoming celebrities or YouTube 
directors. Most become buyers, who just stay in the stands as 
spectators. Instagram, with just 13 employees, was sold to Facebook 
for $1 billion. Only a handful of people profited from the sale. How 
will the spectators sustain themselves? If nothing is done about the 
narcissism of millennials, they’ll implode. They should keep in mind 
that technology must lead to empowerment of the individual – and 
that includes both responsibility and respect.                 

Time, June 2013

Heart and Soles

While volunteering at a Philadelphia soup kitchen in 2007, Tom 
Costello Jr. learned that many of the foot-related afflictions from 
which homeless people suffer – swelling, blisters, skin infections, even 
frostbite – can be avoided by wearing new, dry socks. But because 
socks generally aren’t included in charitable clothing donations, most 
people in need go without them. “I knew I had to be the sock guy,” 
he says.
 So Costello founded the Joy of Sox, which distributes donated 
socks to shelters across the country. He gets the word out through 
social media, local sock drives, and a mascot, Joy the Sock Puppet, 
who accompanies Costello on speaking trips. He even persuaded the 
Pennsylvania State Senate to recognize February 14 as Pennsylvania 
Socks for the Homeless Day. It’s a small victory for the more than 
14,000 homeless in Pennsylvania, but Costello isn’t daunted. “I once 
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ran a marathon,” he says, “and someone asked me how I did it. I said, 
‘One block at a time.’ You do it little by little.” 

The Oprah Magazine, December 2012

Spotlight: Magicicada

After seventeen years in the soil, an insect called Magicicada reappears 
to mate again. Periodical cicadas spend over a decade buried beneath 
the soil, feeding on plant xylem. And then one spring, they emerge, 
shed, sing, mate and die in a few short weeks. Male cicadas gather 
in large groups to produce a mating song that can be deafening. The 
sound is the result of the buckling and contracting of the tymbal 
– a membrane that resonates in its stomach. An interested female 
Magicicada responds with a click of her wing. Periodical cicadas 
tunnel up during spring and emerge around May. There are three 17-
year cicada species and four of the 13-year kind. Female cicadas can 
lay up to 400 eggs which fall from the trees onto the ground and 
emerge when the soil is 18 degrees Celcius. The reason behind their 
cycle of emergence still remains unknown.                

Time, June 2013

Scatology

To conservation biologists like Samuel Wasser, an animal’s droppings 
are hardly waste. Each pellet or patty packs a history of an animal’s 
diet, territory, and sexual state. Most mammals can sniff out this 
info; human trackers – with less keen noses – have had to rely on 
other methods. Enter Wasser. His University of Washington lab has 
pioneered more advanced means of studying scat, including DNA 
extraction. That means less need for dart guns. “Once we had DNA,” 
he says, “we could identify an animal without seeing it. Essentially, 
we could connect the dots.”
 For the past decade Wasser has been connecting elephant “dots” 
across Africa. He collects the animals’ dung, classifies the samples, 
and adds the information to a growing reference map. By matching 
DNA from seized tusks with DNA from dung sites he can even 
pinpoint ivory-poaching hot spots. But the map has gaps. In the 
heart of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, where few elephants 
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remain, Wasser had little data. So in March 2011 he enlisted two 
National Geographic grantees, Trip Jennings and Andy Maser, for 
what Maser calls “CSI: Elephant.” The duo found fresh samples. More 
important, they taught locals how to collect dung and send it directly 
to Wasser’s lab. Now Wasser is picking through their finds. With each 
new shipment, he gathers hope for elephants – in heaps. 

National Geographic, January 2013

Upfront Ideas: Finding Your Element

In the following the author of Finding Your Element, Ken Robinson, 
discusses the notion of one’s ‘element’.
 The ‘element’ is the point where natural talents meet personal 
passions. When we’re in our element, we feel at our most authentic; 
that we’re doing what we’re meant to be doing in our lives. Finding 
your element is a two-way journey. It’s an inner journey to discover 
more about yourself, your own aptitudes and what excites you. It’s 
also an outward journey, to explore new opportunities and aspects 
of yourself that you may never have focused on before. Many 
people feel that they have no sense of purpose or meaning and little 
sense of direction. You can see it in the rising rates of depression 
and disengagement at work. Finding your element is essential to 
knowing more about who you really are. We all have deep talents and 
possibilities, but human resources are like other natural resources – 
they’re often buried beneath the surface and have to be discovered and 
refined. The element may be different for each of us, but finding it is 
vital for all of us.     

Psychologies Magazine, June 2013

Commentary: The Curious Capitalist

If you haven’t viewed the video of hedge-fund billionaire Paul Tudor 
Jones telling a symposium at the University of Virginia how women 
lose their ability to be good financial traders after giving birth, go watch 
it now; it must be seen to be believed. As Jones puts it, “You’ll never 
see as many great women investors or traders as men” because the 
hugely emotional experience of having kids is simply too distracting. 
To be fair, he also says he notices a 10% to 20% performance drop in 
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employees of either gender when they are going through the turmoil 
of divorce. But the point in either case seems to be that good traders 
shouldn’t be at the mercy of their emotions or biology.
 That’s actually true over the long haul, which is what makes Jones’ 
views about women so fascinating and so flawed. Evidence is growing 
that women do indeed approach trading differently from men. In 
short: if you look at longer-term returns, women are just as good if not 
better. What’s more, understanding the mechanisms that apparently 
drive the gender differences could help us develop rules to make our 
markets safer. It all stems from research into the relationship between 
emotions and trading. Some of the most interesting studies have been 
done by a former Goldman Sachs and Deutsche Bank trader turned 
neuroscientist, John Coates, whose book The Hour between Dog and 
Wolf lays out the biochemistry of the Big Trade.
 When Coates switched from finance to neurological research (he’s 
now a fellow at the University of Cambridge), he was stunned to learn 
about a phenomenon that biologists call the winner effect. Animals 
that win one fight are more likely to win another, as the winner enjoys 
higher testosterone levels, which provide an edge in subsequent 
battles. It’s a concept at odds with the notion in financial circles that 
there is no such thing as a hot hand – a winning streak that becomes 
a self-fulfilling snowball of profits. In this view, a trader’s success 
simply reflects statistical probabilities bolstered by the time and effort 
spent trading, not by anything chemical. Financial economists prefer 
to see their dismal profession as a cool, clean discipline à la physics 
rather than a messy pseudoscience dependent on humans.
 Intrigued, Coates began running tests on a group of high-frequency 
male traders in London – and found what he had long suspected. Their 
morning levels of testosterone predicted their afternoon returns. The 
higher their T levels, the more money they made. Over the short term, 
that is. The higher T levels and the cocktail of other risk-encouraging 
hormones that went along with them pushed the traders to become 
excessive risk takers and resulted in major losses.
 All this helps shed light on some observations about gender and 
finance. The biggest winners and losers tend to be male. Female 
traders, meanwhile, often do better in the long term by avoiding the 
highs and lows. In a study of more than 35,000 traders from 1991 to 
1997 women outperformed men in large part because they didn’t trade 
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as often. A 2009 study in which female traders trumped men over a 
nine-year-period had similar findings.
 The research has fascinating policy implications for firms and even 
governments. Certain hedge funds have begun automatically pulling 
traders off their desks when their losses go beyond 3% of capital, 
which makes them vulnerable to enhanced risk taking in efforts to 
make up their losses. As markets begin to think long-term, I hope 
we see a kind of natural affirmative action effect: women and older 
workers (who are also less likely to go on testosterone-fueled trading 
binges) will start to look better and better. And if the billionaire Paul 
Tudor Jones is lucky, a few of them may still be willing to work for 
him.                    

 Time, June 2013

Ladies Last

How long do you have? It depends on gender and geography. In the 
U.S., women live longer – 81 years on average, 76 for men – but a 
recent study by the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation reveals 
a troubling phenomenon. Though men’s life spans have increased by 
4.6 years since 1989, women have gained only 2.7 years. “This is a 
wake-up call,” says study co-author Ali Mokdad. Geographic gaps 
have also widened; parts of the South are a full decade behind places 
like coastal California. Public health initiatives like drinking bans and 
more sidewalks allowing people to go for a stroll have made a big 
difference, says Mokdad. “People are living to 86, on average, in some 
parts of the world. Why shouldn’t Americans do the same?” 

National Geographic, April 2013

Letter Perfect

“I’m not fond of writing letters,” Willa Cather confided to poet Edna 
St. Vincent Millay, but nearly seven decades after the celebrated 
novelist’s death, it’s clear the lady protested too much. Collected for 
the first time, Cather’s prolific correspondence traces the evolution 
of her craft, from her youth on the Nebraska prairie to her sorrow-
drenched decline in New York. In that pre-texting, pre-Twitter age, she 
kept the postal service busy. Cather moved among the eminent literary 
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circles of her day, corresponding with F. Scott Fitzgerald, Sinclair 
Lewis, and Langston Hughes – but the personal details of her life she 
reserved only for the closest ones in the family. In The Selected Letters 
of Willa Cather, both sides come to life. Virtually every letter contains 
some insight about writing, a hammer or chisel for her toolbox. “As 
one grows older one cares less about clever writing and more about a 
straight forward and faithful presentation,” she once confessed. “But 
to reach this, one must have gone through the period where one would 
die, so to speak, for the fine phrase.” In her last years, Cather withdrew 
into a cone of morose isolation, plagued by ill health and the horrors 
of World War II. “I have cared too much, about people and places – 
cared too hard,” she wrote to her brother. “It made me, as a writer. But 
it will break me in the end.”        

The Oprah Magazine, May 2013

Suomenkieliset koulut:
Lue seuraavat tekstit ja vastaa niiden pohjalta lyhyesti suomeksi 
kysymyksiin a–e. Kirjoita vastauksesi selvällä käsialalla kielikokeen 
vastauslomakkeen A-puolelle.

Svenska skolor:
Läs följande texter och svara sedan kort på svenska på frågorna a–e. 
Skriv svaren med tydlig handstil på sida A av svarsblanketten för 
språkproven.

Birds’ sleep
Birds cannot risk long, deep sleep because they constantly need to be 
alert to danger. Moreover, many species have long migration flights, 
with individual legs of migration sometimes exceeding 24 hours. 
Instead of allowing the whole brain to sleep, birds let each hemisphere 
of the brain and its associated eye take turns in resting, in a process 
called unilateral eye closure. This is the biological equivalent of 
autopilot – the active half of the brain can still alert them to danger. 
Between flights, migrating birds catch up with missed sleep by 
drifting into an intermediate sleep-like state referred to as drowsiness, 
when they keep a lookout through drooping eyelids. Although not 
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as refreshing as normal sleep, this has the advantage of decreasing 
the risk of being caught and eaten. That’s the latest news about bird 
migration. – Amba Sanghera      
          NewScientist, 15 December 2012

a) Miten linnut pystyvät lentämään pitkiä matkoja pysähtymättä, ja  
 miten ne pyrkivät välttämään vaarat taukojen aikana?
 Hur kan fåglar flyga långa sträckor utan att stanna, och hur försöker 
  de undvika faror under pauser?

The cause of mass murder
Around 251 million years ago, over 90 per cent of the species on 
Earth suddenly went extinct. The prevailing theory is that the mass 
extinction was triggered by volcanic eruptions over a vast area of what 
is now Siberia. But according to Daniel Rothman of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, atmospheric carbon levels surged much too 
quickly for geological processes to be at work. Microbes can produce 
carbon compounds that fast, though. When Rothman’s group analyzed 
the microbe that is responsible for most of the Earth’s methane today, 
they discovered that the microbe gained this ability at about the time 
of the mass extinction. However, this microbe needs large amounts 
of nickel to produce greenhouse gas. The researchers discovered that 
nickel levels rose suddenly almost exactly 251 million years ago 
– probably because the Siberian lavas were rich in the metal. This 
process utilizing nickel, Rothman claims, triggered the extinction. 
Other geologists remain to be convinced. – Sarah Reardon

 NewScientist, 15 December 2012

b) Mitä pidetään yleisesti syynä lajien sukupuuttoon kuolemiseen, 
  ja miksi Rothman ei usko tähän teoriaan? 
 Vad anses allmänt vara orsaken till att arter dog ut, och varför tror 
  Rothman inte på denna teori?

c) Mitä Rothmanin mielestä oikeastaan tapahtui? 
 Vad anser Rothman att egentligen hände?

(continued on page 12)
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Young Millennials
 1.  Which qualities of millennials is the writer criticizing?  
  A  Independence and lack of self-esteem
  B  Greediness and self-centredness
  C  Anonymity and self-sustainability

 2.  What is the writer’s understanding of technology?
  A  Technology is all that eventually matters
  B  Technology is a brilliant pastime
  C  Technology is a means to self-development

 3.  Which text type does this text represent?
  A  An editorial
  B  A news item
  C  A letter to the editor

Heart and Soles
 4.  What motivated the founding of the charity mentioned in the  
 text?
  A  Recognizing that current aid measures were insufficient
  B  Noticing that this particular type of help was being   
   requested
  C  Acknowledging that soup kitchen work left a lot to be  
   desired

 5.  According to this text, how does the charity primarily attract  
 donations?
  A  By means of social media only
  B  By a network of volunteers
  C  By a dedicated individual

 6.  What is said about the significance of February 14?
  A  It is celebrated nationwide
  B  Its existence marks a major breakthrough
  C  It’s a step in the right direction

 7.  Which one of the following summarizes this text?
  A  Helping people get off on the right foot
  B  Aiding the afflicted to find a calling in their lives
  C  Reaching out to motivate new volunteers

1.1a

1.1b
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Spotlight: Magicicada
 8.  According to this text, what is particularly extraordinary about  
 these insects?
  A  Their offspring
  B  Their diet
  C  Their arrival

 9.  What is said about the mating song practices of female cicadas?
  A  Females use their stomachs to produce sounds
  B  Females react to specific sounds if they feel like it
  C  Females usually tend to cut their wings

10.  Which one of the following would make an alternative heading  
 for this text?
  A  Cicadas swarming again at last
  B  At least cicadas can be rescued
  C  The latest on the extinction of cicadas

Scatology
11.  What specifically interests conservation biologists in animal  
 droppings?
  A  Their hosts’ hunting techniques
  B  Their hosts’ mating routines
  C  Their hosts’ genetic profiles

12.  How does examining scat benefit conservation work?
  A  It enables the tracking down of illegal hunters
  B  It exposes the hubs of illegal hunting
  C  It helps identify illegal hunting gear

13.  What’s the main advantage of “CSI: Elephant”?
  A  It employs junior researchers
  B  It engages local entrepreneurs
  C  It increases the amount of data

14.  Which one of the following best sums up the text’s contents?
  A  Learn about a species by which game it prefers
  B  Learn about a species by what it leaves behind
  C  Learn about a species by where it primarily lives
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Upfront Ideas: Finding Your Element
15.  According to Mr Robinson, what, for instance, does it take to  
 find one’s element?
  A  Dreaming big and believing in the self
  B  Wishing for the best
  C  Exploring new things about the self

16. What does Mr Robinson say about the importance of fulfilling  
 one’s element in life?
  A  The process involves exploiting natural resources
  B  Failing to follow one’s calling results in chaos
  C  It is a prerequisite for being fully alive

Commentary: The Curious Capitalist
17.  What idea does this commentary start off with?
  A  That a hedge-fund billionaire thinks mothers can’t   
   compete on Wall Street
  B  That science appears to prove that men surpass women as  
   financial traders
  C  That gender differences have an insignificant role in   
   investment markets

18.  According to this text, how well does the winner effect   
 correspond to the notion of a hot hand?
  A  To a certain extent, although the research on the topic  
   remains inconclusive
  B  Quite well, since it is a biological fact that an increase in  
   testosterone levels results in increased profits
  C  It does not, and, in fact, sustaining high testosterone   
   levels does not translate into continuous profits

19.  What seems to be the key to top outcomes in trading performance  
 over a period of time?
  A  Trading infrequently
  B  Trading regularly
  C  Trading efficiently
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20.  How may research begin to affect financial policies?
  A  Cutting losses becomes the top priority in trading
  B  Hedge funds allow for different types of traders
  C  Traders’ behavior becomes more closely monitored

Ladies Last
21.  Which trend does this text bring up?
  A  Men somehow continue to outlive women in the U.S.
  B  Women’s life expectancy seems to grow more slowly
  C  Both genders’ life spans develop more or less identically

22.  What health factor is said to affect the situation?
  A  Lack of walking
  B  Avoidance of dieting
  C  Abundance of drinking

Letter Perfect
23.  What is said about Willa Cather’s development as a novelist?
  A  She honed her skills by producing complex sentence   
   structures
  B  She remained true to her original style throughout her   
   career
  C  She learned to appreciate simplicity over complexity

24.  What characterized Cather’s later life?
  A  No reliable accounts remain
  B  She tended to opt for company
  C  Her focus on empathy undid her

25.  On the basis of this text, which one of the following best   
 describes Cather’s personal correspondence?
  A  Concealing
  B  Revealing
  C  Contradicting
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The greatest achievements of the Maya
By following one of the several Maya calendars, the so-called Long 
Court calendar, for which a full cycle lasted 5,126 of our years, experts 
have pinpointed the end of the Long Count circle to 21 December 2012. 
As to whether the Maya really predicted an apocalypse to take place in 
2012, Mayanists are fairly unanimous in answering with a resounding 
“no”. Professor David Stuart is unequivocal: “No authentic Maya text 
foretells the end of the world in 2012, or of any destructive event 
happening in connection with the turn of the thirteenth sub-period in 
the Long Count.” Norman Hammond believes past evidence counts 
against a doomsday in 2012. “When they reached the end of earlier 
sub-periods, first in AD 41, and again in 435, there was no big deal, 
only a few monuments put up.”
 Even if the Maya might not have predicted the end of the world, 
the ancient Maya civilization continues to fascinate scholars and 
the public at large, for good reason. Some of the architecture is 
breathtaking and the Maya hieroglyphs are capable of expressing great 
subtleties of language. It is also true that despite the confusion it has 
led to, it’s the complex Maya calendar system that fascinates us with 
all its cycles and sub-periods. Furthermore, the fact that the Maya 
were intertwined with both the past and the future in their calendars 
is also truly remarkable. “Time for them was like playing a pinball 
machine,” says Hammond. Today, we don’t have calculations like that.

BBC History Magazine, Christmas 2012

  

d) Mistä kahdesta syystä Stuart ja Hammond eivät usko mayojen 
  ennustaneen maailmanloppua?
 Av vilka två orsaker tror inte Stuart och Hammond att mayafolket 
  förutspådde världens undergång?

e) Mitkä kaksi asiaa mayojen ajanlaskujärjestelmässä kiehtovat yhä  
 ihmisiä?
 Vilka två saker i mayafolkets tideräkningssystem fascinerar fort- 
 farande människor?



Mars: a bit like Hawaii
Patches of soil on the Red Planet show a 
__26__ to the volcanic soils that are found 
in Hawaii, an analysis __27__ by NASA’s 
Mars rover Curiosity has revealed. 
 Instruments installed on the car-sized 
vehicle are allowing Martian soil to be 
analyzed in __28__ detail. Because the 
mixture of minerals present reflects the 
conditions under which they formed, 
studying it can offer new __29__ into 
Mars’s past – and an indication __30__ 
conditions were ever suitable for life to 
appear.
 A recent sample collected by Curiosity 
from the Gale Crater contains minerals 
just like the soils on Hawaii. Unlike 
the several billion-year-old rock first 
sampled by Curiosity, which indicated the 
presence of flowing water in the past, this 
sample reflects more modern processes 
and shows __31__ sign of water having 
been present.
 Curiosity’s Chemistry and Mineralogy 
(CheMin) instrument was used to analyze 
the sample. It uses X-ray diffraction, in 
which a mineral’s internal structure is  
__32__ how its crystals interact with 
X-rays. The mineralogy of this patch of 

26.  A  interesting  
  likeness 
 B  striking  
  similarity 
 C  obvious  
  resemblance 
 D  visual reminder

27.  A  was carried out 
 B  to be carried out
 C  carried out
 D  carrying out
 
28.  A  unprecedented 
 B  unpredictable 
 C  unquestionable 
 D  unbiased

29.  A  views 
 B  ideas 
 C  reflections 
 D  insights

30.  A  as far as when 
 B  as to how 
 C  as far as whether 
 D  as to whether

31.  A  no  
 B  any 
 C  some 
 D  neither

32.  A  represented on 
 B  revealed by 
 C  responded to  
 D  released in

2  GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY

Read the texts carefully and for each item (26–50) choose the 
alternative that best fits the context. Mark your answers on the optical 
answer sheet in pencil.
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sand __33__ by researchers even before 
the analysis was made. But, in their 
opinion, things should get particularly 
interesting when the rover reaches its 
ultimate destination within the Gale 
Crater, the 5km-high Mount Sharp. 
– Kelly Oakes  

Focus, January 2013

Retail Trends from the 2012 Holiday 
Shopping Season
Even though it caused an __34__ 
among certain consumers, retailers have 
concluded that the formula for increasing 
seasonal sales totals is mostly based on 
increasing holiday promotions, deals, 
and store hours – hours that now include 
Thanksgiving night. Not only __35__ 
standard to open by 8 p.m. or 9 p.m. 
on Thanksgiving day, but the holiday 
season now basically __36__ the back-
to-school shopping period, with promos 
and Christmas displays __37__ in early 
September. 
 As expected, this has been __38__ 
very strong season for e-commerce.  
Online spending was up sharply on 
Thanksgiving, Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday __39__, and consumers hardly 
tired of online shopping in the weeks that 
followed. __40__, spending in physical 
stores was down nearly 2% on Black 
Friday, and after several sluggish weeks 

33.  A  has been  
  anticipated 
 B  had been  
  anticipated 
 C  to be anticipated 
 D  being  
  anticipated

34.  A  excessive  
  breakthrough        
 B  evident backlash
       C  immense
  turnover        
 D  expected  
  touchdown

35.  A  there is 
 B  is there 
 C  it is 
 D  is it

36.  A  overpays for 
 B  overlaps with 
 C  is exchanged with
 D  is excluded from

37.  A  popping up
 B  giving up
 C  turning off
 D  putting off

38.  A  yet another 
 B  another one 
 C  one another 
 D  the other

39.  A  already 
 B  all  
 C  apart 
 D  alike

40.  A  Formerly  
 B  Surely 
 C  Nonetheless
 D Providing
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of sales, some experts __41__ for holiday 
spending during the 2012 season. 
 If __42__ one dominant trend in retail 
lately, it’s the utter blurring of online 
and offline shopping. For quite a while, 
shoppers have viewed the two modes 
of __43__ as basically interchangeable. 
In the past, it was almost as if people 
running a retailer’s website had no 
contact with the people running the 
actual stores, leading to confused and 
frustrated shoppers. Early on, a retailer’s 
presence in social media might have 
come __44__ of a few ambitious young 
interns, if there was a presence at all. 
Today, on the other hand, retailers and 
analysts talk nonstop about the need to 
combine online and offline sales efforts, 
using phrases like “multiscreen shopper” 
and “omnichannel shopping”. It seems 
that retailers have  __45__ to embrace 
the “omnichannel” shopper by actively 
trying to lure shoppers into brick-and-
mortar stores with deals and promotions 
and by simultaneously ramping up efforts 
to draw consumers to their websites.
 What’s more, consumers now often 
demand free shipping in order to consider 
an online purchase. __46__, free shipping 
has become almost universal during the 
holidays, and throughout the year really. 
__47__ the needs of shoppers, retailers 
provided free shipping as late as two days 
prior to Christmas Eve with __48__ by 
Christmas Eve. The message being sent 

41.  A  changed their attitude
 B  lowered their   
  projections
 C  altered their views            
 D  adjusted their ideas

42.  A  it has been  
 B  it was  
 C  there has been  
 D  there was

43.  A  strategy
 B  purchasing
 C  tactics         
 D  thinking

44.  A  as a result   
 B  the result  
 C  the outcome  
 D  as an outcome

45.  A  no choice but
 B  one more chance 
 C  no chance at all  
 D  a chance not

46.  A  In addition  
 B  Nevertheless  
 C  Accordingly  
 D  In contrast

47.  A  To meet  
 B  To make  
 C  To respond  
 D  To reach

48.  A  an extra reduction 
 B  guaranteed delivery  
 C  a definite schedule 
 D secure results
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to shoppers is this: Any way you want to 
purchase, we’re going to help you.
 But there’s nothing new under the 
sun. Not long ago, layaway had __49__ 
disappeared from the retail scene. Then 
the Great Recession hit, shoppers grew 
sick of credit card debts, and the idea of 
paying off holiday purchases in cash, in 
fixed installments, sounded terrific – even 
with all the extra hassle included. To draw 
shoppers on especially tight budgets, 
retailers have even lowered their usual 
__50__, giving shoppers more reason 
than ever to use programs that seemed 
outdated just ten years ago.

Focus, January 2013

Shopping with the Romans
If you fancied some serious retail therapy 
in the ancient world then the place to 
be was Rome, __1__ streets drew in 
people and produce from across __2__ 
and beyond. __3__ BC, as many as one 
million inhabitants lived in Rome, which 
is an urban population figure __4__ again 
in the western world until London in 
around 1800.
 Like most urban residents, the people 
of Rome relied on retailers to provide 
them with food, clothing and other 

 

49.  A  over 
 B  but 
 C  all over 
 D  all but

50.  A  payments 
 B  cash paybacks 
 C  fees 
 D  refunds

 1.  jonka/vars
 2.  Välimeren/ 
 Medelhavet  
 3.  Ensimmäisen  
 vuosisadan loppuun  
 mennessä / Vid  
 slutet av det första  
 århundradet 2 p
 4.  reach  
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the given order on side B of the answer sheet. Write each answer on 
a separate line. Please write clearly.
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goods. Our ancient evidence points to a 
thriving retail trade in the city, and for 
__5__ ancient visitor the sheer number 
of retailers and shoppers __6__ been a 
particularly striking aspect of the Roman 
cityscape. Market traders and street 
sellers __7__ cluster around temples, 
bathhouses, forums and circuses, 
attracted by the commercial opportunities 
among __8__. 
 Ancient paintings show tableaus of 
everyday events in the forum. Along 
with people reading public notices, 
we can make out traders hawking 
their wares. Some have their goods 
__9__ around them, whereas bread and 
vegetable vendors often display their 
wares on wooden tables or in baskets 
__10__. Ancient literary sources almost 
universally complain about retailers 
being unscrupulous, even deceitful, in 
their urge to compete for __11__ money.  
__12__, one of the authors remarked that 
it was not uncommon that sometimes 
wealthy residents __13__ by retailers in 
their homes, to cater for them.  All in all, 
the retail trade was an essential sector of 
the urban economy in ancient Rome.

BBC History Magazine, Christmas 2012

 5.  kenelle tahansa / 
 vilken som helst
 6.  on täytynyt / 
 måste ha

 7.  tend

 8.  sinne kokoontuneiden  
 ihmisten / människorna  
 som hade samlats där 
 2 p 

 9. lie 
 

  
10.  maassa / på marken

11.  asiakkaidensa / 
 sina kunders
12. Toisaalta / 
 Å andra sidan
13. visit
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3 PRODUCTION

Write a composition of between 150 and 250 words on one of 
the following topics. Please write clearly on the notebook paper 
(konseptipaperi/konceptpapper) provided. Follow the guidance. Count 
the number of words in your essay and write it at the end.

1.  Understanding the other gender 
 Participate in this discussion on Young People’s Discussion Forum 
  on Facebook.  Write your own entry.
 It’s been more than 23 years, but I still haven’t understood “Girls”. 
  In my life I have interacted with a lot of girls but each of them had 
  a different philosophy of life and thinking. I always used to think  
 about what was going on in her mind, but whatever I thought 
  turned out to be wrong. – Desperate –

***
 Dear Desperate! I can so relate to what you’re saying! But, I’m a 
  girl. And believe it or not, I can’t understand guys. Why don’t they 
  talk about anything??? And what is this guy bonding thing? 
  – Clueless –

2.  An uplifting experience

3.  Stop bullying
 Your school has launched a campaign against bullying. As the 
  chair of the student council, you have been asked to give a talk 
  about the issue in English at your school, which has a number of  
 exchange students. Write an opening speech for the campaign.

4.  Rethinking the upper secondary school curriculum
 Politicians at the European level have recognized that education 
  and training are essential to the development of today’s knowledge 
  society and economy. The strategy of the EU emphasizes countries 
  working together and learning from each other. Write a blog posting 
  to 21st Century Education on what is good in Finnish upper 
  secondary school education and/or what might be changed in the 
  curriculum and teaching.
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